
PHIL 433A – Biomedical Ethics 
Term 2 (section 003) 

Mon, Wed, Fri, 13:00 – 14:00 
Chemistry, Room C124 

 

Instructor: Bruno Guindon 
Email: bruno.guindon@ubc.ca 

Phone: 604-827-0027 
Office: BUCH E369 

Office hours: Mon, Wed, 14:15 – 15:15 
 

Teaching assistant: Sophia Sideris 
Email: sideris@alumni.ubc.ca 

Office: Brock Hall Annex 158 
Office hours: Thu, 16:00 – 17:00  

 

This course is an introduction to central philosophical and normative issues in the health 

sciences. Topics include the moral status of abortion, the conscientious objection in health 

care, euthanasia and assisted suicide, and the use of genetic technology. The aim is of this 

course is to develop a set of skills allowing you to think carefully and critically about various 
positions and views on these topics. We will begin with a brief survey of the most central 

moral theories in contemporary philosophy, which will help guide your understanding of 
the various arguments presented. No prior familiarity with philosophy is required for this 
course.  

 

Required texts  
This course does not require the purchase of any book. All readings can be freely accessed 

and downloaded through Connect, the course webpage. However, you are required to 
purchase a subscription for TopHat, an online teaching platform. Subscriptions can be 

purchase at the following website: 

 https://tophat.com/ 

Subscriptions cost $24 for the term. The join code is 942195. 

Using this software requires that you have either a laptop or a smartphone with you during 
certain lectures (see reading schedule for specific dates). Please see me after class if you do 
not have access to this technology.  

 

Course requirements and methods of evaluation 
4 short in-class quizzes (5% each, total 20%) 

1 in-class writing assignment (10%) 
Midterm paper, 4 – 5 pages (25%)  

Final term paper 6 – 8 pages (40%) 
Participation (5%)  

 

Policy on lateness 
Essays turned in late without an extension will be penalised at the rate of 5% per calendar 

day.  No extensions will be given on assignments or essays except for medical reasons. 

Requests for extensions must be supported by appropriate medical documentation.  The 

deadline for requesting an extension is one business day before an assignment is due. 
Electronic submissions will not be accepted. You must hand in a hard copy of your paper. 
There will be no make-up quiz or assignment. If you are not in class to write the quizzes and 

assignment, you will receive a mark of zero. 

https://tophat.com/


 

2 
Recording lectures 
Lectures will not be recorded:  you will need to come to class in person in order to hear the 

lectures. No student may record a lecture without permission from the instructor. 
 

Text-matching software 
Be advised that essays may be submitted to text-matching software (e.g. Turnitin).  
 

Connect 
Students are expected to check the course webpage at least once a week for any 
announcements or postings. 

 

Copyright 
Instructor-generated course materials (e.g., handouts, outlines, summaries, exam questions, 

etc.), including material posted on the course webpage are protected by law and may not be 
copied or distributed in any form or in any medium without explicit permission of the 
instructor. 

 

Academic honesty and integrity 
Here is a statement from the UBC website: 
“Academic honesty is essential to the continued functioning of the University of British 

Columbia as an institution of higher learning and research. All UBC students are expected 
to behave as honest and responsible members of an academic community. Breach of those 

expectations or failure to follow the appropriate policies, principles, rules, and guidelines of 
the University with respect to academic honesty may result in disciplinary action. 

It is the student's obligation to inform himself or herself of the applicable standards for 
academic honesty. Students must be aware that standards at the University of British 
Columbia may be different from those in secondary schools or at other institutions. If a 

student is in any doubt as to the standard of academic honesty in a particular course or 
assignment, then the student must consult with the instructor as soon as possible, and in no 

case should a student submit an assignment if the student is not clear on the relevant 
standard of academic honesty. If an allegation is made against a student, the Registrar may 

place the student on academic hold until the President has made his or her final decision. 
When a student is placed on academic hold, the student is blocked from all activity in the 
Student Service Centre.” 

 
Students should also familiarise themselves with UBC regulation on plagiarism: 

(http://vpacademic.ubc.ca/academic-integrity/ubc-regulation-on-plagiarism/). 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

http://vpacademic.ubc.ca/academic-integrity/ubc-regulation-on-plagiarism/
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Tentative Reading Schedule 

PHIL 433A – Biomedical Ethics 
Term 2 (session 003) 

 
Date Topic Readings 

   

Week 1    

Mon. 4 January  Introduction   Course outline, syllabus.  

Wed. 6 Argumentation   Handout on argumentation 

Fri. 8   Handout, Cont’d.  

   

Week 2   

Mon. 11 Introduction to 
moral theory 

 Timmons. (2011). Chapter 1: A Moral Theory 

Primer. Disputed Moral Issues: A Reader. 

OUP, pp. 1 – 37. 

Wed. 13   Timmons. (2011), Chapter 1. Cont’d. 

Fri. 15 * In-class quiz   No readings  

   

Week 3   

Mon. 18 Abortion  Pope John Paul II. (1995). Evangelium Vitae 
(excerpts). 

Wed. 20   Thomson. (1971). A defense of abortion. 

Fri. 22   Thomson. (1971). Cont’d. 

   

Week 4 .  

Mon. 25   Warren. (1973). On the moral and legal 
status of abortion. 

Wed. 27   Warren. (1973). Cont’d. 

Fri. 29  Marquis. (1989). Why abortion is immoral. 

   

Week 5   

Mon. 1 Feb.   Marquis (1989). Cont’d. 

Wed. 3    Hursthouse. (1991). Virtue theory and 
abortion. 

Fri. 5 
Midterm paper topics posted 
on Connect 

Essay writing 
session 

 No readings 

   

Week 6   

Mon. 8 Family Day University closed 

Wed. 10 
 

* In-class quiz 
 

 No readings 

Fri. 12 
 

The conscientious 
objection in health 
care 
 

 Fenton and Lomasky. (2005). Dispensing 
with liberty: Conscientious refusal and the 
morning after pill. 

   

Reading Week   
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Mon. 15  No class 

Wed. 17  No class 

Fri. 19  No class 

   

Week 7   

Mon. 22   Fenton and Lomasky. (2005). Cont’d. 
  

Wed. 24   Kelleher. (2010). Emergency contraception 
and conscientious objection. 

Fri. 26 
Mid-term paper due at the 
beginning of class 

  Kelleher. (2010). Cont’d. 

   

Week 8   

Mon. 29 * In-class 
assignment 

 No readings 

Wed. 2 Mar.  Euthanasia and 
physician-assisted 
suicide 

 Gay-Williams. (1996). The wrongfulness of 
euthanasia. 

Fri. 4   Gay-Williams. (1996). Cont’d. 

   

Week 9   

Mon. 7   Rachels. (1975). Active and Passive 
Euthanasia. 

Wed. 9   Rachels. (1975). Cont’d. 

Fri. 11   Steinbock. (1979). The intentional 

termination of life. 

   

Week 10   

Mon. 14   Brock. (1992). Voluntary active euthanasia. 

Wed. 16   Brock. (1992). Cont’d. 

Fri. 18 * In-class quiz  No readings 

   

Week 11   

Mon. 21 Cloning and 
genetic 
enhancement 

 Timmons. (2011). Introduction to cloning 
and genetic enhancement.  

Wed. 23 
Term paper topics posted 

  Kass. (2001). Preventing a brave new world. 

Fri. 25 Good Friday  University closed 

   

Week 12    

Mon. 28 Good Monday  University closed 

Wed. 30   Pence. (1998). Will cloning harm people? 

Fri. 1 Apr.    Sandel. (2004). A case against perfection.  

   

Week 13   

Mon. 4   Sandel. (2004). Cont’d.  
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Wed. 6  Kamm. (2006). Is there a problem with 

enhancement?  

Fri. 8 * In-class quiz No readings 

 
Term paper due by Friday, April 15, noon (BUCH E369). 


