
PHIL 230A – Introduction to Moral Theory 
Term 1 (session 002) 

Tue, Thu, 15:30 – 17:00 
Irving K. Barber Learning Centre, Room 182 

 

Instructor: Bruno Guindon 
Email: brunoguindon@gmail.com 

Phone: 604-827-0027 

Office: BUCH E369 

Office hours: Mon, Wed, 13:00 – 14:00 

Teaching assistant: Aleksei Balotskiy 
Email: abalotsk@gmail.com 

Office:  Brock Annex 158 
Office hours: Fri, 13:30 – 14:30 

 
Some of the things we do are imbued with moral properties. For example, some actions are 

morally wrong. From the point of view of morality, these actions we should not do. Other 

actions are morally right, or morally required. We may think that these actions are morally 

obligatory. What makes an action morally wrong, or morally right? What explains the fact 
that an action has the moral status it has? This course offers an introduction to various 

moral theories that attempt to answer these kinds of fundamental questions, including 
divine command theory, consequentialism, Kantianism, pluralism, and virtue ethics. We 
will also consider various objections to these moral theories.  

 
The aim of this course is two-fold. The first is to familiarise yourself with the strengths and 

weaknesses of some of the most important moral theories in philosophy. The second is to 
develop your writing and analytic skills by paraphrasing and evaluating various arguments, 

understanding their objections, and presenting good arguments for your views.  

 

Required texts
 Moral Theory: An Introduction, Second Edition (2012) by Mark Timmons, available at 

the UBC bookstore 

 
 Some additional articles, listed in the reading schedule, available through Connect, 

the course website 
 

Course requirement and method of evaluation 
Midterm paper (3 – 4 pages): 20% 
*Term paper (5 – 7 pages): 40% 

Final exam: 35 % 
Class participation: 5 %   

 

*As you will see in the reading schedule, you are required to hand in a term paper outline 
before you hand in your final term paper. You will receive feedback on this outline, although 

you will not receive a mark for it (although whether you actually hand it in will affect your 
participation marks). It is, however, in your best interest to hand in an outline before or on 

the due date: Your TA will take into consideration the fact that you have been given the 
opportunity to draft an outline when marking your term paper. Consequently the evaluation 
standards for the term paper will be more stringent than the standards used to evaluate the 

midterm paper.  
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Policy on lateness 
Assignments and essays turned in late without an extension will be penalised at the rate of 

5% per calendar day.  No extensions will be given on assignments or essays except for 

medical reasons. Requests for extensions must be supported by appropriate medical 
documentation.  The deadline for requesting an extension is one business day before an 

assignment is due. 
 

Policy on laptops and cell phone 
The use of cellular telephones is forbidden in class. You are required to assure that your 
phone is set to silent mode. Laptops are permitted, as long as they are used for class-related 

purposes. You should know that surfing the web can be distracting for other students 
around you. Any student who gets caught violating these policies will be asked to leave the 

classroom.   

 

Recording lectures 
Lectures will not be recorded:  you will need to come to class in person in order to hear the 
lectures. No student may record a lecture without permission from the instructor. 
 

Text-matching software 
Be advised that essays may be submitted to text-matching software (e.g. Turnitin).  
 

Connect (via Blackboard)  
Students are expected to check the course webpage at least once a week for any 
announcements or postings. 

 

Copyright 
Instructor-generated course materials (e.g., handouts, outlines, summaries, exam questions, 

etc.), including material posted on the course webpage are protected by law and may not be 
copied or distributed in any form or in any medium without explicit permission of the 

instructor. 

 

Academic honesty and integrity 
Here is a statement from the UBC website: 

“Academic honesty is essential to the continued functioning of the University of British 
Columbia as an institution of higher learning and research. All UBC students are expected 

to behave as honest and responsible members of an academic community. Breach of those 
expectations or failure to follow the appropriate policies, principles, rules, and guidelines of 

the University with respect to academic honesty may result in disciplinary action. 

It is the student's obligation to inform himself or herself of the applicable standards for 
academic honesty. Students must be aware that standards at the University of British 

Columbia may be different from those in secondary schools or at other institutions. If a 
student is in any doubt as to the standard of academic honesty in a particular course or 

assignment, then the student must consult with the instructor as soon as possible, and in no 
case should a student submit an assignment if the student is not clear on the relevant 
standard of academic honesty. If an allegation is made against a student, the Registrar may 

place the student on academic hold until the President has made his or her final decision. 
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When a student is placed on academic hold, the student is blocked from all activity in the 
Student Service Centre.” 

 
Students should also familiarise themselves with UBC regulation on plagiarism: 

(http://vpacademic.ubc.ca/academic-integrity/ubc-regulation-on-plagiarism/). 
 

  

http://vpacademic.ubc.ca/academic-integrity/ubc-regulation-on-plagiarism/


Page 4 of 5 

 

Tentative reading schedule 

PHIL 230A – Introduction to Moral Theory 
Term 1 (session 002) 

 
Date Topic Readings 

   

Week 1    

Tue. 8 Sept.  Introduction  No classes: Imagine UBC day 

Thu. 10 Introduction, 
reading philosophy 

 * Course outline, syllabus. 
 * Handout on argumentation  

   

Week 2   

Tue. 15  Introduction to 

moral theory 

 * Judith J. Thomson. (1971). In defense of 

abortion.   
 Mark Timmons. (2012). Chapter 1: An 

Introduction to Moral Theory, in Moral 
Theory: An Introduction. Rowman and 
Littlefield, pp. 1 – 21.  

Thu. 17    Timmons. (2012), Chapter 1, cont’d. 

   

Week 3   

Tue. 22 Divine command 
theory 

 Timmons. (2012). Chapter 2: Divine 
Command Theory, pp. 23 – 39. 

Thu. 24   Timmons. (2012), Chapter 2, cont’d. 
(Optional: * Richard Joyce. (2002). Theistic 
Ethics and the Euthyphro Dilemma.) 

   

Week 4 .  

Tue. 29 Moral relativism  Timmons. (2012), Chapter 3: Moral 
Relativism, pp. 41 – 69. 

Thu. 1 Oct. 
Mid-term paper topics posted 

  Timmons. (2012). Chapter 3, cont’d. 
 * Rachels. (1986). The challenge of cultural 

relativism. 
 (Optional: * Stewart and Thomas. (1991). 

Recent work on ethical relativism.) 

   

Week 5   

Tue. 6 Classical 
utilitarianism 

 Timmons. (2012). Chapter 5: 
Consequentialism 1: Classical Utilitarianism, 

pp. 111 – 141  

Thu. 8   Timmons. (2012). Chapter 5, cont’d. 
 * Moore. (1902). Principia Ethica (excerpts). 

   

Week 6   

Tue. 13 
Mid-term paper due at the 
beginning of class  

Contemporary 
consequentialism 

 Timmons. (2012). Chapter 6: 
Consequentialism 2: Contemporary 
Developments, pp. 143 – 175 

Thu. 15   Timmons. (2012). Chapter 6, cont’d.  
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Week 7   

Tue. 20   Timmons. (2012). Chapter 6, cont’d. 

Thu. 22   * Williams. (1985). Ethics and the Limits of 
Philosophy (excerpts). 

   

Week 8   

Tue. 27 Kantianism   Kant. (1785). Groundwork for the 
Metaphysics of Morals (excerpts).  

 Timmons. (2012). Chapter 8: Kant’s Moral 
Theory, pp. 205 – 241.  

Thu. 29   Timmons. (2012). Chapter 8, cont’d.  

   

Week 9   

Tue. 3 Nov.   Timmons. (2012). Chapter 8, cont’d. 

Thu. 5    Timmons. (2012). Chapter 8, cont’d. 

   

Week 10   

Tue. 10 Moral theory and 
self-effacement  

 * Stocker. (1976). The schizophrenia of 
modern ethical theories. 

Thu. 12 
Term paper topics posted 

Virtue ethics Timmons. (2012). Chapter 10: Virtue Ethics, 
pp. 279 – 303. 

   

Week 11   

Tue. 17   Timmons. (2012). Chapter 10, cont’d. 

Thu. 19 
Term paper outline due  

  Timmons. (2012). Chapter 10, cont’d.  

   

Week 12   

Tue. 24 Virtue ethics and 
Self-effacement 

 * Keller. (2007). Virtue ethics is self-effacing.  

Thu. 26 Moral pluralism  Timmons. (2012). Chapter 9: Moral 
Pluralism, pp. 245 – 268. 

   

Week 13   

Tue. 1 Dec.   Timmons. (2012). Chapter 9, cont’d.  

Thu. 3 Dec. 
Term paper due at the 
beginning of class 

  Timmons. (2012). Chapter 9, cont’d. 

 

* Available through Connect 


