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PHIL 334 (001) – Sex, Gender and Philosophy  
Winter Term 1, 2016 – 17 

Mon, Wed, Fri, 10:00 – 11:00 
Earth Sciences Building (ESB), Room 2012 

 

Instructor: Bruno Guindon 
Email: bruno.guindon@ubc.ca 

Office: BUCH E171 
Office hours: Mon, Wed, 11:00 – 12:00  

 

TA:  Jasper Heaton 
Email: jnsheaton@googlemail.com 

Office: BUCH E274  
Office hours:  Wed, 14:00 – 16:00 

 

Course description 
This course offers an introduction to the metaphysics of sex and gender. We will begin with 

a brief look at the historical and philosophical development of the sex/gender distinction 
and its role in feminist philosophy. We then move on to consider questions about the 

quantity of sex and gender categories: How many sexes are there? How many genders? 
From here, we move on to explore a prominent view about the nature of gender (and, to 

some extent, the nature of sex) as a socially constructed kind, and its interconnectedness 
with other social categories, such as race and class. The latter part of the course is dedicated 

to the realism/nominalism debate about gender, where we consider various contemporary 
positions (and their normative implications) about the essence of gender categories.  
 

While there are no prerequisites for this course, much of the course material is geared at a 
philosophical audience. Hence, students may benefit from having taken at least one other 

philosophy course, such as PHIL 100, 101, 102, 230, 235, 240, 330, or 335. 

 

Required Texts 

 Warnke, Georgia. (2011) Debating Sex and Gender, Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

(Available at UBC Bookstore) 

 Witt, Charlotte (ed.) (2011) Feminist Metaphysics: Explorations in the Ontology of Sex, 

Gender, and the Self, New York: Springer (Freely available online via UBC Library) 

 Selection of papers, accessible on Connect 

 

Evaluation 

 Six reading reflections, six questions, and at least two responses, posted on Connect 

(15% total)  

 Short paper, 6 – 7 pages (20%) 

 Final term paper, 10 – 12 pages (35%)  

 Final exam (25%) 

 Participation (5%)  

 

Reading reflections, discussion questions and responses 
Starting in week 2, you will be expected to submit six reading reflections of weekly readings. 
Readings are denoted by authors’ names on the provisional reading schedule. On which 
reading you write is, in large part, up to you. However, it is also entirely your responsibility to 
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make sure you submit at least two by the end of week 6, and the rest by the end of term. These 

reflections need not be long: one or two detailed paragraphs will often suffice. Additionally, 

you are required to end each reflection with a discussion question that relates to the reading. 
This question should invite further thought and consideration about a topic or concept from 

the reading that you found interesting or challenging. Reading reflections and discussion 
questions must be submitted via Connect before the beginning of the class in which the reading is being 

discussed. Under no circumstances will reflections and discussion questions be accepted once 

the class has begun.  
 

In addition to submitting reading reflections and discussion questions, you will be required 
to respond to at least two questions posed by your fellow classmates via Connect. Again, when 

you choose to answer these questions is entirely up to you, but you must respond to the 
questions within the week they are posted. For example, you will not be able to respond to a 

question in week 6 that was posted in week 4. Again, you are responsible to ensure that you 
respond to at least two questions by the end of term. 

 

Handouts, paper topics etc.  

Handouts and paper topics will be distributed via Connect; announcements will also be 

distributed through the announcement functions available here: thus, check Connect 

routinely. 
 

Participation 
As stated above, your participation in the course counts for 5% of your final mark. There are 
no specific criteria by which I evaluate student participation. Your participation in this 

course will be evaluated holistically. That is, there are various ways one can obtain 
participation marks. These include, but are not limited to the following: active contribution 

in class, asking questions, offering comments, coming to office hours, and generally 
engaging with the course material. It should be noted that merely attending classes is not sufficient 

to receive full participation marks.  

 

Policy on Lateness 
Papers which are turned in late without an extension will be penalized at the rate of 5% per 

calendar day.  No extensions will be given on papers except for medical reasons.  The 

deadline for requesting an extension is one business day before an assignment is due. 
Differed exams will not be considered except for medical reasons. 

 

Academic honesty and integrity 
Here is a statement from the UBC website: 
 

“Academic honesty is essential to the continued functioning of the University of British 
Columbia as an institution of higher learning and research. All UBC students are expected 

to behave as honest and responsible members of an academic community. Breach of those 
expectations or failure to follow the appropriate policies, principles, rules, and guidelines of 

the University with respect to academic honesty may result in disciplinary action. 
It is the student's obligation to inform himself or herself of the applicable standards for 
academic honesty. Students must be aware that standards at the University of British 
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Columbia may be different from those in secondary schools or at other institutions. If a 
student is in any doubt as to the standard of academic honesty in a particular course or 

assignment, then the student must consult with the instructor as soon as possible, and in no 
case should a student submit an assignment if the student is not clear on the relevant 

standard of academic honesty. If an allegation is made against a student, the Registrar may 
place the student on academic hold until the President has made his or her final decision. 

When a student is placed on academic hold, the student is blocked from all activity in the 
Student Service Centre.” 
 

Students should also familiarise themselves with UBC regulation on plagiarism:  
 

“Plagiarism, which is intellectual theft, occurs where an individual submits or presents the 
oral or written work of another person as his or her own. Scholarship quite properly rests 

upon examining and referring to the thoughts and writings of others. However, when 
another person's words (i.e. phrases, sentences, or paragraphs), ideas, or entire works are 
used, the author must be acknowledged in the text, in footnotes, in endnotes, or in another 

accepted form of academic citation. Where direct quotations are made, they must be clearly 
delineated (for example, within quotation marks or separately indented). Failure to provide 

proper attribution is plagiarism because it represents someone else's work as one's own. 
Plagiarism should not occur in submitted drafts or final works. A student who seeks 

assistance from a tutor or other scholastic aids must ensure that the work submitted is the 
student's own. Students are responsible for ensuring that any work submitted does not 
constitute plagiarism. Students who are in any doubt as to what constitutes plagiarism 

should consult their instructor before handing in any assignments.” 
 

See the following link for further information about academic dishonesty and plagiarism: 
 

http://www.calendar.ubc.ca/vancouver/?tree=3,54,111,959 
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Provisional Reading Schedule 
 

PHIL 334 (001) – Sex, Gender and Philosophy 
Winter Term 1, 2016 – 17  

Mon, Wed, Fri, 10:00 – 11:00  

Earth Sciences Building (ESB), Room 2012 
 

Date Topic  Readings Notes 

    

Week 1     

Wed. 7 Sept.     Introduction  Course Syllabus  

Fri. 9    Class cancelled 

    

Week 2    

Mon. 12  Argumentation  Handout on argumentation  

Wed. 14  The sex/gender 
distinction 

 Warnke, Introduction, Ch. 1  

Fri. 16   Cont’d.   

    

Week 3    

Mon. 19  How many 
genders/sexes are 
there? 

 Warnke, Ch. 2 
 

 

Wed. 21   Fausto-Sterling (1993) 
 Fausto-Sterling 
 (2000) 

 

Fri. 23   Cont’d.  

    

Week 4    

Mon. 26  Social 
constructionism 

 Warnke, Ch. 3  

Wed. 28   Hubbard (1996)  

Fri. 30   Cont’d.   

    

Week 5    

Mon. 3 Oct.  Intersectionality  Warnke, Ch. 4  

Wed. 5   Crenshaw (1991)  

Fri. 7   Cont’d.  

    

Week 6    

Mon. 10    Thanksgiving Day, 
university closed 

Wed. 12   Carastathis (2014)  

Fri. 14   Cont’d.  1st paper due at the 
beginning of class 

    

Week 7    
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Mon. 17  Sex eliminativism/ 

conservatism debate 

 Warnke, Ch. 5 

 Warnke (2001) 

 

Wed. 19   Cont’d.  

Fri. 21   Friedman (1996) 
 Friedman (1991) 

 

 

Week 8    

Mon. 24   Cont’d.   

Wed. 26  Gender realism/ 
nominalism debate 

 Hanslanger (2000)    

Fri. 28   Cont’d.   

 

Week 9    

Mon. 31   Cont’d.  

Wed. 2 Nov.    Jenkins (2015)  

Fri. 4   Cont’d.  

 

Week 10    

Mon. 7   Witt, Ch. 2 of Feminist 

Metaphysics (FM) 

 

Wed. 9   Cont’d.   

Fri. 11     Remembrance Day, 
university closed  

 

Week 11    

Mon. 14   Stoljar (1995)  

Wed. 16   Cont’d.  

Fri. 18   Mikkola (2006)  

 

Week 12    

Mon. 21   Cont’d.  

Wed. 23   Mikkola (2007)    

Fri. 25   Stoljar (FM), Ch. 3  

 

Week 13    

Mon. 28   Cont’d.  

Wed. 30   Frye (FM), Ch. 6  

Fri. 2 Dec.    Cont’d.  

 

Final term paper due Fri. Dec. 9, noon, BUCH E171. 
 
Exam period:  
 December 6 – 21 

 

  
 


