
PHIL 435A – Environmental Ethics 
Term 1 (session 001) 

Mon, Wed, Fri, 8:00 – 9:00 
Geography, Room 212 

 

Instructor: Bruno Guindon 
Email: brunoguindon@gmail.com 

Phone: 604-827-0027 

Office: BUCH E369 
Office hours: Mon, Wed, 13:00 – 14:00 

   

This course is an introduction to fundamental philosophical questions about our relation to 
nonhuman animals, nature, and ecosystems. Such questions include: What, if any, are our 
obligations to nonhuman animals? Do nonhuman animals have rights? Is nature valuable? If 

so, what kind of value does it have? Do we have a moral duty to preserve certain species? 

What is good about biodiversity? We will study and evaluate various answers to these 

questions offered by contemporary authors. We will begin with a brief survey of the most 
central moral theories in contemporary philosophy, which will help guide our 

understanding of the grounds of each author’s view. No prior familiarity with philosophy is 
required for this course. 

 

Required texts
This course does not require the purchase of any books. All readings can be freely accessed 
and downloaded through Connect, the course webpage. Lucky you.  

 

Course requirement and method of evaluation 
Midterm paper (3 – 4 pages): 20% 
Term paper (5 – 7 pages): 40% 

Final exam: 35 % 
Class participation: 5 %   

 

Policy on lateness 
Assignments and essays turned in late without an extension will be penalised at the rate of 

5% per calendar day.  No extensions will be given on assignments or essays except for 

medical reasons. Requests for extensions must be supported by appropriate medical 

documentation.  The deadline for requesting an extension is one business day before an 
assignment is due. 

 

Policy on laptops and cell phone 
The use of cellular telephones is forbidden in class. You are required to assure that your 
phone is set to silent mode. Laptops are permitted, as long as they are used for class-related 

purposes. You should know that surfing the web can be distracting for other students 
around you. Any student who gets caught violating these policies will be asked to leave the 

classroom.   
 

Recording lectures 
Lectures will not be recorded:  you will need to come to class in person in order to hear the 
lectures. No student may record a lecture without permission from the instructor. 
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Text-matching software 
Be advised that essays may be submitted to text-matching software (e.g. Turnitin).  
 

MyCourses 
Students are expected to check the course webpage at least once a week for any 
announcements or postings. 

 

Copyright 
Instructor-generated course materials (e.g., handouts, outlines, summaries, exam questions, 

etc.), including material posted on the course webpage are protected by law and may not be 
copied or distributed in any form or in any medium without explicit permission of the 
instructor. 

 

Academic honesty and integrity 
Here is a statement from the UBC website: 

“Academic honesty is essential to the continued functioning of the University of British 
Columbia as an institution of higher learning and research. All UBC students are expected 
to behave as honest and responsible members of an academic community. Breach of those 

expectations or failure to follow the appropriate policies, principles, rules, and guidelines of 
the University with respect to academic honesty may result in disciplinary action. 

It is the student's obligation to inform himself or herself of the applicable standards for 
academic honesty. Students must be aware that standards at the University of British 

Columbia may be different from those in secondary schools or at other institutions. If a 
student is in any doubt as to the standard of academic honesty in a particular course or 
assignment, then the student must consult with the instructor as soon as possible, and in no 

case should a student submit an assignment if the student is not clear on the relevant 
standard of academic honesty. If an allegation is made against a student, the Registrar may 

place the student on academic hold until the President has made his or her final decision. 
When a student is placed on academic hold, the student is blocked from all activity in the 

Student Service Centre.” 
 
Students should also familiarise themselves with UBC regulation on plagiarism: 

(http://vpacademic.ubc.ca/academic-integrity/ubc-regulation-on-plagiarism/). 
 

 
 

 
 

http://vpacademic.ubc.ca/academic-integrity/ubc-regulation-on-plagiarism/
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Tentative Reading Schedule  

PHIL 435A – Environmental Ethics 
Term 1 (session 001) 

 
Date Topic Readings 

   

Week 1    

Wed. 10 Sept.  Introduction   syllabus 

Fri. 12 Argumentation   Handout on argumentation 

   

Week 2   

Mon. 14  Introduction to 
moral theory 

 Timmons. (2011). Chapter 1: A Moral Theory 

Primer. Disputed Moral Issues: A Reader. 

OUP, pp. 1 – 37.  

Wed. 16    Timmons. (2011), Chapter 1, cont’d. 

Fri. 18 Introduction to 
environmental 
ethics 

 McShane. (2009). Environmental Ethics: An 
Overview, pp. 407 – 420.  

   

Week 3   

Mon. 21 Ethical treatment 
of animals 

 Regan. (1997). The rights of humans and 
other animals, pp. 103 – 111. 

Wed. 23   Warren. (1987). Difficulties with the strong 
animal rights position, pp.  163 – 173. 

Fri. 25   Excerpts from Kant 
 Cohen. (1997). Do animals have rights? pp. 

91 – 102. 

   

Week 4 .  

Mon. 28    Cohen. (1997). cont’d. 

Wed. 30   Singer. (1987). Animal liberation or animal 
rights? pp. 3 – 14. 

Fri. 2 Oct.  
Mid-term paper topics posted 

  Singer. (1987). cont’d. 

   

Week 5   

Mon. 5 The value of nature  J. O’Neill. (1992). The varieties of intrinsic 
value, pp. 119 – 137. 

Wed. 7   J. O’Neill. (1992). cont’d. 

Fri. 9   Elliot. (1992). Intrinsic value, environmental 
obligations and naturalness. pp. 138 – 160. 

   

Week 6   

Mon. 12  Thanksgiving Holiday: University closed 

Wed. 14 
Mid-term paper due at the 
beginning of class  

  Elliot. (1992). cont’d. 

Fri. 16   Regan. (1992). Does environmental ethics 
rest on a mistake? pp. 161 – 182.  
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Week 7   

Mon. 19   Regan. (1992). cont’d.  

Wed. 21   O. O’Neill. (1997). Environmental values, 
anthropomorphism, and speciesism. pp. 127 
– 142.  

Fri. 23   O. O’Neill. (1997). cont’d.  

   

Week 8   

Mon. 26 The value of 
species 

 Horta. (2010). What is speciesism? pp. 244 – 
266.   

Wed. 28  Horta. (2010). cont’d. 

Fri. 30   Russow (1983). Why do species matter? pp. 
101 – 112. 

   

Week 9   

Mon. 2 Nov.   Gunn. (1980). Why should we care about 
rare species? pp. 17 – 37. 

Wed. 4    Gunn. (1980). cont’d. 

Fri. 6   Bradley. (2001). The value of endangered 
species. pp. 43 – 58. 

   

Week 10   

Mon. 9 Population and 
consumption 

 Parfit. (2004). Population and the quality of 
life. pp. 7 – 22.  

Wed. 11   Parfit. (2004). cont’d.  

Fri. 13   Hardin. (1968). The tragedy of the commons. 
pp. 1243 – 1248. 

   

Week 11   

Mon. 16 
Term paper topics posted 

  Hardin. (1974). Living on a lifeboat. pp. 561 
– 568. 

Wed. 18   Murdoch & Oaten. (1975). Population and 
food: Metaphors and the Reality. pp. 561 – 
567. 

Fri. 20 
 

  Murdoch & Oaten. (1975). cont’d.  

   

Week 12   

Mon. 23 Climate change  Read and explore the following site: 
http://www.davidsuzuki.org/issues/climate-
change/science/climate-change-
basics/climate-change-deniers/ 
 

Wed. 25   Gardiner. (2004). Ethics and Climate 
Change. pp. 555 – 600.  

Fri. 27   Gardiner. (2004). cont’d. 

   

Week 13   

http://www.davidsuzuki.org/issues/climate-change/science/climate-change-basics/climate-change-deniers/
http://www.davidsuzuki.org/issues/climate-change/science/climate-change-basics/climate-change-deniers/
http://www.davidsuzuki.org/issues/climate-change/science/climate-change-basics/climate-change-deniers/
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Mon. 30   Sinnott-Armstrong. (2006). It’s not my fault: 

Global warming and individual moral 
obligations. pp. 642 – 543. 

Wed. 2 Dec.   Sinnott-Armstrong. (2006). cont’d.  

Fri. 4 
Term paper due at the 
beginning of class 

  Almassi. (2012). Climate Change and the 
Ethics of Individual Emissions: A Response 
to Sinnott-Armstrong. pp. 4 – 21. 

 

 

 


